
Meet The Teacher
Year 3 & 4, 

Hedgehogs Teacher
Miss Symonds



A day in 
Hedgehogs 

class…

What does it look like? 
Exploring/investigating                       

A love for reading                                 

Exciting learning opportunities
                                                                          
High expectations 

Challenge risk-taking environment



A sample timetable - this changes according to the 
project themes…



We are moving to a project based curriculum

- Next year our projects are: 

                 Have we lost our imagination?  

 

          How are we influenced by the past?

          What if the river runs dry? 

In these projects we will be focusing on two key subjects to answer the big question. We will 
also apply knowledge and skills from previously taught projects so they are not forgotten! 



Spelling and Phonics

• Spelling will be taught daily. In these sessions children will either be 
following their year groups spelling programme (no nonsense spelling) 
or a rapid catch up phonics program.

• In lower KS2 Children practise spelling homophones (words that sound 
the same but spelt differently) and apply taught spelling rules to 
poly-syllabic words (words with more than 1 syllable).

 
• There is constant assessment and recording of the children’s spelling.

 
• There is a handout with all the spellings the children will learn by the 

end of Year 3 & 4.
• There will be lessons devoted to learning and practising these but 

additional practise at home is greatly beneficial. 
  



Reading domains
In ks2, children will continue to develop their reading 
fluency, but a larger focus is on text comprehension 



Handwriting 

In Hedgehogs we will be working on our handwriting daily. 

We will continue to unpick how letters are formed and teach cursive 
joins. We will make sure we are sitting correctly and then practice in 
our handwriting books.

To achieve expected standard in Year 3 there is an expectation of 
correct letter formation and size with appropriate letter joining. 



SPAG  [Spelling Punctuation and Grammar]

Children are taught the correct terminology. 

The children will need to show understanding of these through their 
writing and understand their impact towards a text on the reader. 

We teach these throughout our writing journeys, children are expected 
to apply taught grammar into their writing. 



Maths

CPA approach



Year 4 multiplication 
test. 

In June, the year 4 children will sit the KS2 times table 
test. 

In this test children will be assessed on their knowledge 
of the times tables up to and including 12x12. 

The assessment is conducted on computers and children 
will have 6 seconds to read and answer each question 
before automatically being moved onto the next. 

There will be opportunities to practice and get used to 
the test format in school but to increase the 
competency and confidence addition practice at home is 
recommended. Times Tables Rock Stars is brilliant for 
this.



How can you help ?
• Practise reading - reading diary/banded 

books but also reading for enjoyment! 
This may be children reading for 10/15 
minutes and then you sharing a book 
with them! It helps them build a love of 
reading and develop their expression. 

• Practise spelling the Year 3 and 4 
common exception words- make it fun/ 
a game. The children will know many!  

• If you want to provide further activities 
at home either ask me for suggested 
activities for your child or look on BBC 
bitesize or similar websites. 



Home learning Tasks 

-All children will be expected to do 20 minutes a week on TTRS at 
home. If this is not possible we will be running a rockstars club during 
school time. 

-We will also expect 4 reads a week, where the children comment on 
what they have read and a parent has signed in agreement with this 
reading. 

-Spelling- A set of weekly words to learn the spelling and meaning will be 
sent home with their homework book to be brought back into school on a 
Thursday.



Things to look forward to …

- In autumn, we will be visiting a local art gallery and 
have some artists talk to us about their work. Which 
will inspire us in our own pieces. 

- In spring, We are planning an exciting overnight 
residential where we will be traveling back in time 
and living like our ancestors from the past.   

-                     To round out the year, we will conducting                                                                                    
g                  geographic fieldwork at a local river 
before  e                  exploring 



Things to look forward to …
- In autumn, we will be visiting a local art gallery and have some 

artists talk to us about their work. Which will inspire us in our own 
pieces. 

- In spring, We have planned an exciting overnight residential where 
we will be traveling back in time and living like our ancestors from 
the past.    (price) 

-  To round out the year, we will conducting geographic fieldwork at a 
local river before exploring 


